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Introduction
Admittedly, the youth and the juvenile have a special place in the criminal justice system. For this reason, over the years, there has been a greater focus on the differences between juvenile and adult criminals (Juvenile Law Center, 2021). Notably, this increasing focus has resulted in the subsequent establishment of a separate criminal justice system that is particularly designed to acknowledge and address these differences. In understanding these differences, various programs and policies have since been enacted to ensure fair treatment of juvenile offenders.  For instance, rather than locking up minor offenders, most criminal justice systems across the world have today resorted to providing them with supervision, guidance, and education. 
Description of the policy/program
Arguably, some of these programs have proven effective, consequently reducing the extensive periods of incarceration of minor offenders in juvenile facilities. This current discussion paper provides an intensive on the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative (JDAI). This program has observably proven to effectively improve efficiencies in the juvenile justice system, including eliminating bias and reducing racial disparities in the juvenile justice system (Miao, 2019). Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative was formed in 1992 by the Annie Casey Foundation as part of its primary objective to improve the juvenile justice system. Initially, the programs targeted the reduction of unnecessary and inappropriate juvenile detention and increased fairness and equality in the juvenile justice system. 



Areas of criminal justice where it has been designed to address
It is essential to note that the Juvenile Detention Alternatives do not represent a conventional program but rather assist in restructuring the existing practice policies in the juvenile system. Evidence drawn from a plethora of past research indicates that against popular belief, a majority of the incarcerated minors are not violent. Most of these juvenile offenders have been needlessly locked in detention facilities inappropriately and disproportionately based on their color. In essence, the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiatives aims at building a better and more equitable justice system for juveniles. In an attempt to achieve a track of long-term success, JDAI advocates for workable approaches that are observably explicit about the increasing number of juvenile offenders from minority communities, particularly Latinos and African-Americans (Woods, 2020). Additionally, this program also outlines alternative solutions to secure confinement and detention for juvenile offenders. 
Where policy is in effect
Currently, JDAI is active across many states and localities in the United States, attempting to achieve its primary goal and objective of reducing overreliance on secure detention for juvenile offenders. By applying sets of interrelated strategies, JDAI has continued to demonstrate its abilities to reduce unnecessary juvenile detentions. Today, the program is active in 40 US states and the District of Columbia. Over the years of activity in the United States, the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative has continued to suggest policies and approaches that have assisted the criminal justice systems in enhancing effectiveness and helping transform juvenile offenders into healthy and productive adults. It is essential to note that some of the core suggestions of JDAI include moving low-risk juvenile offenders from secure detention facilities into community-based alternative programs and addressing the inherent racial inequalities in the juvenile justice system.  
Pieces of evidence on juvenile detention in the United States indicate that close to 41% of the youths are placed in secure detention facilities for non-violent crimes. Believably, these juveniles can reform without secure detention, and this represents one of the primary objectives of JDAI. Also, approximately 66% of the detained juveniles are youths of color, a majority of who have been placed behind bars because of the inherent racial discrimination in the juvenile justice system. 
How program impact juvenile justice
Lastly, besides severing the already fragile family ties, unnecessary detention and incarceration of the minor juvenile offenders have been found to significantly increase their risk of recidivism (Walker & Herting, 2020). Because of these facts, JDAI has observably achieved a quite commendable job in lowering the number of juvenile arrests and possible detentions. JDAI, tailored specifically for the youth, has observably proven effective in reimagining the juvenile justice system in the United States, consequently reducing the country’s initial overdependence on secure detention as the only way to address minor juvenile delinquency. 
In my view, JDAI has led to various notable improvements in the juvenile justice system. However, to achieve enhanced diversity, there is a need to focus more on the evidence-based practices revolving around reducing racial disparities, particularly those targeting black and Latino Americans. It is believed that developing policies and practices aimed at reducing biased and racially informed detention would make the juvenile justice system more diverse. 
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